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VIA ELECTRONIC CORRESPONDENCE 
        
April 24, 2015       CCN:    59319 

File No:  8.DC.20.19 & 82 
 

 
Chief, Environmental Enforcement Section 
Environment and Natural Resources Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 7611 
Ben Franklin Station 
Washington, D.C. 20044-7611 
RE: DOJ No. 90-5-1-1-4022/1 
Walter.Benjamin.Fisherow@usdoj.gov 

Chief, Clean Water Enforcement Branch 
Water Protection Division 
Attn: Brad Ammons 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4 
61 Forsyth Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia  30303 
Ammons.Brad@epa.gov 

 
 
Rachael Amy Kamons 
Environmental Enforcement Section               
U.S. Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 7611 
Ben Franklin Station 
Washington, D.C.  20044-7611 
Rachael.Kamons@usdoj.gov 

 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
Southeast District – Suite 200 
400 N. Congress Ave. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
Attn: Compliance/Enforcement Section 
Michael.Hambor@dep.state.fl.us 

 

 
RE: Consent Decree (Case: No. 1:12-cv-24400-FAM) 
         Reference DOJ Case No. 90-5-1-1-4022/1 
         Section XI, Paragraph 52 – Force Majeure  
 Section XVII, Paragraph 77 – Notices 

Force Majeure for Capital Improvement Project 4.10 Opa-Locka Airport 48” Force 
Main PCCP Replacement Project Closeout Letter 

 
Dear Sir/Madam: 
 
In accordance with the provisions of Section XI, Paragraph 52 of the above referenced Consent 
Decree, the Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department (MDWASD) orally notified EPA and 
FDEP on February 13, 2015 of a potential delay in the Capital Improvement Project (CIP) 4.10 
due to suspected presence of a Florida Burrowing Owl on the project site. On February 27, 
2015, the MDWASD submitted a letter to EPA and FDEP to provide additional information for 
the potential delay. A preliminary field visit conducted on February 27, 2015 by a senior 
ecologist indicated no presence of Burrowing Owls. During her site visit, however, the senior 
ecologist noted that a portion of the project site area could possibly be designated as wetlands. 
Upon further study, the senior ecologist concluded that the project site did not qualify as 
wetlands. MDWASD has been moving forward and, according to the CD Program Schedule 
Update, is projected to meet the Opa-Locka Airport 48“ Force Main PCCP Replacement Project 
(4.10) CD completion compliance date of January 28, 2018. The Department is currently 
analyzing if the time required to perform the wildlife and wetlands evaluations will necessitate 
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 Lester Sola, Director 
 Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department 
 3071 SW 38th Avenue 
 Miami, Florida 33146 

 
 
Jack Osterholt 
Director, Miami-Dade Regulatory and  
Economic Resources  
111 NW 1st St 
29th Floor 
Miami, FL 33128 

 Josterholt@miamidade.gov 
 
 
 Robert A. Cuevas, Jr. 
 Miami-Dade County Attorney 
 111 NW First Street Suite 2810 
 Miami, Florida 33128 
 
 

William Bush  
Associate Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA, Region 4 
61 Forsyth Street, SW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
Bush.William@epa.gov 
 
 
William A. Weinischke 
Senior Trial Attorney 
Environmental Enforcement Section 
Environment and Natural Resources Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 7611 
Washington, D.C. 20044 
Bill.Weinischke@usdoj.gov 
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